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What the Blog?  
Welcome to the new generation. A generation of text-messaging 
and high-speed internet, where Facebook and Twitter have              
become not just social-networking — but the primary means of 
communication. A scary thought for any of us born before 
“generation X” or even “generation Y.”  
This has been taken to an entirely new level when blogs began to 
spread like wildfire. Bloggers write about everything under the 
sun: personal life, parenthood, business, etc. Some successful 
bloggers have even managed to make it a business within itself, 
generating impressive profits. 
As we move forward into the new millennium, I have realized 
there is only one choice: jump on the bandwagon or fall off the 
radar. Obviously, the latter option is not very appealing. This is 
where my idea sparked. I felt a simple blog (with weekly updates 
regarding the real estate market) would be both interesting and 
useful. Hoping to add a personal touch in an increasingly         
impersonal world, I would like to welcome you to my new blog: 
www.MichiganontheMove.com 

The combined effects of tax credits, homestead deadlines, 
great interest rates and throw in a dash of great prices 
caused a feeding frenzy in April. In terms of transactions, 
it was the best April in s long time. The overall market             
numbers reflected similar activity as well. The net effect 
has been to move the Months Supply of For Sale Inven-
tory (MSI) down to the lowest levels in the past six years 
(under 5 months) pushing the overall market to neutral. 
This is a temporary effect from the tax credits, it is ex-
pected that the market will move back to a Buyer's market 
as the year            progresses, but still remain very close to 
neutral for the balance of the year. 
It is nearly impossible to predict what effect this will have 
on the balance of the year. There are a number of positive 
signs (buyers tired of waiting, low rates and prices, low               
inventories, improving economy) but an equal number of 
negative (foreclosure bulge, increasing rates, no more           
federal subsidies). Whether it will dominate or work to 
cancel each other out is anyone’s guess. Government in-
tervention has had a significant impact on the improved 
market              numbers. As we move into the second half 

of the year with fewer artificial supports you will see the 
sales pace slow and corresponding home inventories rise. 
To give you a feel of just how active the market has been 
year to date, it matched the activity and inventory levels of 
our peak year of 2005 (however, with prices off 45%+)!   
The for sale inventories are under 30,000 properties for 
Southeast Michigan compared to over 60,000 in 2008. 
With inventories at that level, we are in a good position to 
weather any slowing during the balance of 2010. 
For Sellers, price will still be king, since although the                 
decline in home values has slowed considerably, most 
homes currently for sale are priced significantly higher 
than the market.  By way of example, homes sold without             
requiring price reductions sold on average at 95% of ask-
ing price vs. 88% for all others and sold in 63 days vs. 96 
days for all others.  Buyers have become very good at 
finding the best opportunities and are even willing to set a 
bidding war for them.  
 
Please click here for more information.  



Selling a home without the services of a 
professional real estate agent can be a 
complex process that requires a lot of 
time and commitment.  

It can also leave homeowners with a 
few more gray hairs. 

First, home sales require complex legal 
documentation. There are many 
templates to use, but they skim only the 
surface of the legalities.  

Often the best way for an owner to deal 
with this issue is to have a lawyer draw 
up the paperwork after the rough details 
have been worked out with a potential 
buyer. 

Second, finding a qualified buyer can be 
difficult.  Agents typically ensures that 
potential buyers are qualified to buy the 
property before they cross your 
doorstep. 

Mortgage pre-approvals and extensive 
consultation typically ensures that the 
buyer is serious before a showing takes 
place.  

Homeowners have limited access to a 
potential buyer’s financial qualifications 
before the sale.   

Third, you must assess whether you 
have the ability to market your home 
and court potential buyers.  

Real estate agents insulate the seller 
from direct contact with a potential 
buyer, reducing the emotion involved in 
the sale.  

Using a real estate agent can seem more 
costly than selling a home on your own, 
but sellers need to measure whether 
they are prepared to invest their time 
and energy into the sale of their home. 

How Real Estate Agents Save 
Sellers Time, Energy and Stress 

Wondering How Much 
Your Home Is Worth? 

How has the price of your home 
changed in today’s market? How much 
are other homes in your neighborhood 
selling for? 

If you're wondering what's happening to 
prices in your area, or you're thinking 
about selling your house, I'll be able to 
help. 

Just give my office a call for a no-fuss, 
professional evaluation. 

I won't try to push you into listing with 
me or waste your time. 

I'll just give you the honest facts about 
your home and its value. 

And maybe I'll also give you the "inside 
scoop" on what's happening in the hous-
ing market near where you live! 

Just give my office a call at 248-408-
7811to arrange an appointment. 

Alternatively, stop by at the office. The 
address is on the back page of this 
newsletter. 

THANK YOU FOR 
THE REFERRALS! 

I succeed when people like you 
refer me to friends, neighbors, 
and love ones. It’s the best kind 
of feedback I can receive! 
 
I greatly appreciate and thank 
everyone for reading and con-
tinuing to pass this newsletter 
around to people you care about!  

 SUMMER KICK 
OFF! 

While we have had a couple days that 
seemed like summer months ago, we 
also had plenty that felt like winter! 
Hopefully, Michigan has no more            
surprises with Summer right around the 
corner, officially starting JUNE 21.  So 
pack away that winter wardrobe and 
look forward to some fun in the sun! 
Here are some activities to look  forward 
to this month:  

Sunset at the Zoo 
Put on by the Detroit Zoological Society, 
this annual fundraiser gala will be a 
blast. Between the strolling supper and 
zoo-inspired martinis, this one-of-a-kind 
experience will have you coming back 
year after year. Additionally, there will 
be live entertainment, dancing and live 
and silent auctions. Friday, June 18,           
7 PM-11:30 PM. www.Detroitzoo.org 

Target Fireworks 
Kicking off summer this year will be the 
highly anticipated Target Fireworks on 
the Detroit River. Keep this day open so 
you can enjoy the magic of the fireworks 
as they light up the Detroit skyline and 
the faces of hundreds! 
Detroit Riverfront, Monday, June 21  
47th Annual Birmingham Village Fair 

June 3-6 
Community fair with rides, food booths 
and carnival games. In the streets of 
Downtown Birmingham on South Old 
Woodward between Bowers St. and 
Landon St. Save $5 by purchasing wrist-
band vouchers for unlimited rides. $15 at 
the Chamber, $20 at the Fair. Vouchers 
can be purchased at the Birmingham 
Bloomfield Chamber at 725 S. Adams, 
Suite 130 in Birmingham until June 2 at 
5 P.M.  

�
Fair Hours:  

Thursday, June 3, 2010 12 - 10 p.m. 
Friday, June 4, 2010 12 - 11 p.m. 

Saturday, June 5, 2010 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. 
Sunday, June 6, 2010 12 - 9 p.m. 



If you’re hiring a home inspector prior to 
signing off on a piece of property, there 
are a few things you might want to keep 
in mind.  

Following are some important questions 
to ask: 

Home Long Have You Been Working in 
the Field?  

An inspector should be able to provide 
references and a history of experience. It’s 
also important to know about his or her 
background. 

What Experience Do You Have With 
Residential Inspections?  

A background in engineering or 
construction is a bonus, but if the 
inspector has never worked on a home, it 
won’t help much. 

How Much Time Does an Inspection 
Take?  

A thorough home inspection should take 
between two and three hours, depending 
on the size of the home. 

Special considerations need to be taken 
when looking at wood-burning fireplaces 
and swimming pools. 

What Will the Inspection Cost?  

The cost of the average home inspection 
is $300 to $500, depending on the region, 
size of the home and the complexity of 
the building systems that are used. 

What Type of Inspection Report Is 
Provided?  

Some inspectors provide a big binder full 
of information, but if you don’t 

understand the report, that 
information is essentially useless. The 
report should be clear and help guide 
your final decision to purchase the 
home. 

Do You Belong to a Home 
Inspection Association, and Do You 
Attend Continuing Education 
Courses? 

Building technologies are constantly 
evolving, so an inspector should be 
educated to assess all aspects of a 
home, regardless of its age.  

Membership in an organization like 
the American Society of Home 
Inspectors means the inspector has 
been certified and approved by that 
organization. 

 

How to Choose the Right Home Inspector 

Keep Your Home Safe With a Webcam 
Thanks to webcam technology, you can keep an eye on your home even when you’re 
out. Following are some tips to get you up and running in minutes: 

1. Install the Webcam Using the Provided Instructions: Position it for maximum 
visibility, and adjust the settings for contrast and brightness, if required.  

2. Search the “Options” Area and Check the “Use Motion Detection” Box: Name 
the file where images will be stored and set the interval option to two seconds.  

3. Test It: Leave the room for a few moments, and then return. Move in front of the 
camera for a few minutes, and then verify the image was captured.  

For more robust applications, a webcam surveillance and broadcast system is the way 
to go. There are many different versions on the market, but most include a combination 
of software and/or hardware to assist in remote viewing, video/audio capture and 
distribution. Once motion or an audio alert is triggered, the data is compressed into a 
file and then saved to the Internet, sent to email or stored as directed. Enhancements 
such as remote view enable users to perform real-time video and/or audio surveillance 
in real time from anywhere in the world.  

Ask the Agent: This 
Month’s Question 

 

I enjoy doing projects outside. 
What work can I do to make my 
home more attractive to potential 
buyers? 
 

Fencing: Families with pets, young 
children or those just seeking a little 
additional privacy will appreciate 
the functionality and appearance of 
an attractive sturdy fence.  

Outdoor Sanctuary: With a little 
creativity and a few hundred dollars, 
it is easy to turn a problem spot into 
the center of attention.  Get creative 
with an easy to install garden pond, 
butterfly or flower garden, wind 
chime and outdoor seating. Consider 
adding a decorative fire-pit to 
encourage family time on those 
warm evenings. 

Update the Paint: Indoors or 
outdoors, painting is a simple way 
to give your home a fresh new look. 
If it has been more than five years 
since your home has had a fresh 
coat, make it a priority to paint. Just 
be sure to keep all your paint colors 
neutral. 

Tips to Beat the Heat this Summer 

· Drink plenty of liquids, even if you're not thirsty. 

· Dress in light-weight, light-colored, loose-fitting clothing. 

· Avoid midday heat and do not engage in vigorous activity during the hottest part of 
the day, between noon and 4 p.m. 

· Wear a hat or umbrella to block the sun's rays. 

· Eat light. Avoid hot, heavy meals and opt for foods high in water content: fruits,             
salads and soups. 

· Use air conditioning. If the temperature is 90 degrees F or above, fans alone usually 
cannot protect against heat-related illness. If you don't have a unit at home, you can 
benefit by spending time at the movies, library or in any air-conditioned building. 

· Take baths and showers. Because water conducts heat away from the body, bathing in 
tepid water is a good cooling technique. 



This newsletter and any information contained herein are intended for general informational purposes only 
and should not be construed as legal, financial or medical advice. The publisher takes great efforts to ensure 
the accuracy of information contained in this newsletter. However, we will not be responsible at any time for 
any errors or omissions or any damages, howsoever caused, that result from its use. Seek competent profes-
sional advice and/or legal counsel with respect to any matter discussed or published in this newsletter. This 

News on the Move is brought to you free by: 
 
Linda Hiller Novak 
275 S. Old Woodward Avenue 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
248-408-7811 
lnovak@maxbroock.com 
www.LindaHillerNovak.com 

 
 Thanks for reading! If you'd like to tell me what you think about this newsletter, or if 
you're thinking of buying or selling real estate, please get in touch. 

 

 
 

Piper & Tucker’s Pawspace Slimming Summer Grilled  
Potato Salad 

· 4 large Yukon gold potatoes, sliced 
1/4 –inch thick 

· 5 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil, 
divided 

· 2 tablespoons grill seasoning 
blend, i.e. Montreal Steak            
Seasoning 

· 2 tablespoons rosemary leaves 
· 2 navel oranges, peeled and 

chopped 
· 1 small red onion, thinly sliced 
· 4-5 cups arugula, chopped 
· 2 tablespoons red wine vinegar 

 
Directions: 

 
Place potatoes in large bowl and toss 
with about 3 tablespoons extra-virgin 
olive oil, 2 tablespoons grill seasoning 
with rosemary. Grill potatoes 4 to 5 
minutes on each side. While the pota-
toes are cooking, combine oranges and 
red onion and dress with red wine vine-
gar and some extra-virgin olive oil. 
Remove the potatoes from the grill to 
the dressed organs and onions, toss to 
coat. When you grill potatoes they will 
be slightly drier than when you use 
other methods of cooking. By adding 
the potatoes to the dressing while they 
are hot, they really will soak in the 
dressing. 
 
When ready to serve, add the arugula to 
the potatoes and toss to distribute. 
 
-Rachael Ray www.FoodNetwork.com 

After a long hot day of running around, 
Piper and Tucker take a dip in the lake!  

Our new friend, Toby, 
working hard at the  
title company! 

 
Remember to send in a 
jpeg of your furry friend to  
lnovak@maxbroock.com to 
be a part of next month’s  
Pawspace!  


